Judith Adams
A Fierce Language: Falling in Love with Poetry
As children we are enchanted by the stories, humor,
absurdity, and rhyming cadences of nursery rhymes. But
as we get older, too often our appreciation for poems
dissolves as we struggle to deconstruct their meaning line
by line. As a result, many come to believe that poetry is
inaccessible and too much like hard work.
Drawing on diverse poets, including the rich contribution
of Washington State’s poets, poet and performer Judith
Adams takes us on a journey to rediscover the music,
power, humor, and strength of poetry, showing how it
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can radically enhance, change, and even save our lives.
She’ll also discuss the joy of reciting poetry by heart,
listen to audience members’ experience with poetry, and lead exercises to fire up the poet in all
of us.
Judith Adams is an English-born poet who has lived in the United States since 1976. Adams has
published four books of poetry and recorded several albums of her work, and her poems have
been published in numerous magazines and anthologies. Adams has taken poetry to patients at
the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance and held readings at the Frye Art Museum and Third Place
Books in Seattle. She has conducted poetry workshops for youth and adults, and worked as a
teacher for children with disabilities in Waldorf schools.
Adams lives on Whidbey Island.
Orcas Island Library and HUMANITIES
WASHINGTON Partner To Bring Poet
Judith Adams.
About Humanities Washington
Humanities Washington sparks conversation and critical thinking using story as a catalyst,
nurturing thoughtful and engaged communities across our state. For more about Humanities
Washington, visit www.humanities.org.

About the Humanities Washington Speakers Bureau
In communities throughout Washington State, Speakers Bureau presenters give free public
presentations on history, politics, music, philosophy, spiritual traditions, and everything in
between.
Our roster of 35 Speakers Bureau presenters is made up of professors, artists, activists,
historians, performers, journalists, and others—all chosen not only for their expertise, but also
for their ability to inspire discussion with people of all ages and backgrounds. Hundreds of
Speakers Bureau events take place each year. Each talk lasts about an hour.
To reach as many Washingtonians as possible, we partner with a wide range of organizations,
including libraries, schools, museums, historical societies, retirement homes, community centers,
and civic organizations. These organizations host and publicize the events.
Speakers Bureau is made possible with support from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the State of Washington via the Office of the Secretary of State, the Satterberg
Foundation, the Women’s History Consortium, The Boeing Company, the Norcliffe Foundation,
and generous contributions from other businesses, foundations, and individuals.

